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In the (hadow of thy wings (O God) will I make my refuge, wntil! 
theſe calamities be onerpaſt. 1 will cry ynto Goa moſt high, wnto Goa 
that pertormeth all things for me. 
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Olomon giueth this pru- 
dent aduicc to all bui- 
ders : Prepare thy worke 2144.14.17; 
Without, and make it fit for 

| thy ſelfe m the field, and 

2 afterward build thine houſe. 

To mee therefore, a- 
moneglt others, as ro one hauing manu- 
miſſion and freedome of that Society, 1s it 
direted. But how is it by mee followed * 
Now thatyou ſce me building me thinks 
[ heare you queſtioning, whether my 


Worke be well prepared, and firted before 
Az - hand? 


Hatth, 25.4, 
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T he Epiſtle Deatcatory. 
hand Yea, or Imy ſelfe well prepared, and 
titted for this worke ? Firlt, for my felfe, I 
anſwer ( and ſhould ſo continue anſwe- 
ring yera while, were] !ett to my felfe) as 
Plutarch reporteth Pericles and Demoſthenes 
vicd ro doc in |leighter caſes, O'v wrningws, 
I am» not ready; for if they ( /o eloquent ) 
thought chemſelues varcady to ſpcake 
in any verghty matrers, how then can I( fo 
11d) with modeſty be fo ready to ſpeake 
(and in print roo) abourmore Wezghty mat- 
ters than any whereof they could ſpcake? 
Againe, for my prouifion before hand, I 


anſwer as the wiſe Virgins did, by way of 
confellion, Ov: «win tv, & Yr, There Will 


not be eneuzb for os and you, For if they ( ſo 


prudent) teared they had not oyle in ſuch 
plenty as they might grarifie others with a 
portion, how then can I ( /o ignorant ) 
with humility chinke, I hauc ſuch ſtore of 
ſtu3c by me, as te profter matter of light 
vnto others, already better furnithed 2 If 
I haue prepared any worke Without, ( inter 
Hluas Academies, in the field, I meane of the 
Vniuerfnie) ſurely I haue fitted ir, as yet, 
onely for myfelfe ( according to the letter 


of 
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" The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
of that aduice) and notto build an honſe in 
theCity, or ( as it were) in the common roade, 
obutous to the cies of all paſſcngers. But 
you may quickly reply, If your priuy Wants 
of preparation be ſuch, why take you this 
publike way of edification? I wil tell you in- 
genuoutly how the caſe ſtands with me, 
My reuerend father deſirous of ſometrial] 
of my Thceologte, required mee to wr 
this Diſcourſe, and when hee had heard ity 
wasas deſirous that your Worthips, and 
other my worthy BenefaCtors might bee 
partakers thereof, in token of rthankful- 
neſſe for your exhibition tro me, whiles I 
was at Cambridge; and this defire cooled not 
preſently, but continued with 11 ſtant importnu- 
nity, and encyeaſed out of diuers conf1derati- 
ons of gratefull equity. Now how could [ 
crofl: him whole defrres are commands * Or 
what conld I oppoleagainlt his reaſonable 
perſwaſions * I might haue ſaid/ſomel teare 
willſay ) that this ſeemes not to bce the 00 
right way to goe to worke, tofall into the 
Preſſe as ſoone as to ſtand in the Pulpte. 
Might haue ſaid thus ? Nay, I did ſay fo, 


& {o long withitood his pleaſure, till I per- 
A3 cciued 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. * 
cciued the gathcring clouds of his diſcon. 
ſent. Bur then I yeclded, ( though by ycel- 
ding I runne my felfe vpon the pikes of 
many ſharpe cenſures )calling to minde that 

Hors, of the Poer, In oitium ducit cnipe fuga : by 
ſhunning the fault of Vaine glory, I mult 
needs fall on the vice of diſobedience : and {| 
being confident thar ( what cuer others | 
thinkeor ſpeake) yee will conceiue ( asthe {| 
truth is) 7 Bp my willingnefſc ro doc my 
duty, ouercame much vnwillingneſle to 
bein print. Wherefore ( Right Worſhip- 
full ) 1nimitation of my Reuercnd Father, 
who many yeares ſince, dedicated a ( ate- 
chiſme to the Company, our of like reſpects, 
T here preſent you with this poore medell,” 
'my rk in this kinde, wiſhing it were wor- 
thy to be an encouragement vnto that piows 
charity which ye not only extended tows, | 
but to my Father before me, and to others | 
with mee, and will(I doubt not ) to many {| 
after mec; 'That ſo ye may helpe to trainc 
vpluchas may be able not onely to ſhew 
you the right Þ4y, but alſo to point out to 
you the right worke, and to comfort and 
ſtrengthen you int, till yeerecciuc the glort- 
ons 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

ous reward of it. But in meane time, how 
docl ſhew the way? I confeſſe I haue not 
reared fo faire a ſtructure, as the large fonn- 
dation would hauc borne vp, yet ſhall you 
finde {I hope )/irmneſſe ioyned with plaine- 
eſſe in this little Frame, Which plainnefle 
I vic, both to thew what I am, ( a Carpenter, 
not a Caruer, ) and what I ſhouid betoo in 
this kinde of building ; ſubſcribing ro Cpri- 
ans iudgement,as conſonant to Gods will, 
which 1s to this effect, * Yolubility of elo- * 711diijs neon 


C1one pro roſtys g- 


qreence is requiſue in legall pleadings, and cinill puents facwitia 


| » volubili ambit 
orations ; but in ſpeeches concerning God and bs ;.4,,, "cy, 4 


Deimnino Deas vor 


matters, o becommerh Ds 10 y/e onely purity of eſt, Vocus pura (yu- 
Words with [impluty of truth, a4 moſt powerfull Seritas non eloayen- 
tie Uinbus witty 


to beget faith. His minde and meaning will ad fan agurente, 
ſed rebus, &c. Cyp, 
bee more fully exemplified inthe foll low-7 Lent. 


ing diſcourſe; which I leaue to your fa- 
wourable conſtruFlion, and kinde accepration : 
your {clues aiſo ro Gods more abundant 
retribution, my ſeife cucr remaining, 


Your Worſhips 


in all gratefull Ob/eruame, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, * 


cciued the gathcring clouds of his diſcon- © 


tent. But then I yeclded, (though by yeel- 
ding I runne my felfe vpon the pikes of 
many ſharpe cenſures calling to minde that 
of the Poet, In oitium ducit cnipe fuga : by 
ſhunning te fault of Vaine glory, I muſt 
needsfall on the vice of diſobedience $; and 
being conhdent thar ( what cuer others 
thinkeor ſpeake) yee will concciue ( asthe 
truth is ) / BY my willingnefſe ro doe my 
duty, ouercame much vnwillingneſſe ro 
be in print. Wherefore ( Right Worſhip- 
full) 1nimitation of my Reuercnd Father, 
who many yeares fince, dedicated a Cate: 
chiſme to the Company, our of like reſpects, 


There —_ you with this poorc model, 


'my firlt in this kinde, wifhing it were wor- 
thy to be an encouragement vnto that pious 
charity which ye not only extended to we, 
but to my Father before me, and to others 
with mee, and wili(1I doubr not ) to many 
after mec; That ſo ye may helpeto trainc 
vp ſuch as may be ble not one]y to ſhew 
you the right way, bur alſo to point out to 
you the right worke, and to comfort and 


ſtrengthen you init, till yee recceiue the glort- 


ons 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ous reward of it. But in meane time, how 
docl ſhew the way? I confeſſe I haue not 


reared ſo faire a ſIruflure, as the large fonn- 
dation would hauc borne vp, yet thall you 
ftinde {I hope ) /irmneſſe ioyned with plaine- 
neſſe in this little Frame. Which plainnefle 
I vic, both to {hew what I am,( a Carpenter, 
not a Caruer, ) and what I l anide t0O IN 
this kinde of building ; ſubſcribing to Cypri- 
ans iudgement,as conſonant to Gods will, 
which is to this effect, * Yolubility of clo Ma any 1 


Clone pr 0 roſtys #- 


quence 1 requiſt ite in legall pleadin S, and cinill Pur 4 facwndia 


velubili ambit 
orations ; but in ſþzeches concernin God and bis valabli cmbiione 
, in : cum de 


Demino Dea vox 


matters, it becommeth Ds 10 ſe onely purity of eſt, Vocus pura ſyn- 
Words with {ampluity of truth, a4 moſt powerfull ye 
tie Uinibus mitityy 


to beget faith. His minde and meaning will fan agunne, 


ſed rebus, &c. Cyp. 
bee mel cxctnplifed inthe follow. Lien 


ing diſcourſe; which I leaue to your fa- 
wourablc conſtry on, and kinde acceptation : 
vour {clues alſo ro Gods more abundant 
retribution, my ſeife cuer remaining, 


Your Worſhips 


in all gratefull Obſernance, 


S, BW 
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PROVERBS 16s. 3. 
( ommit thy workes neo the Lord , and thy 
thougbts ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 


Heſe words as they proceed out of 
the mouth of the w/e man, ſorhey 
WH; come vnto vs clad in the habit ( as it 
W Ec were) of a grane aduice, or counſell, 
L433 > which, tothe belt of mine apprehen- 
ſion, ſmteth with all circumſtances I need not tell 
you the conueniencie betweene this place, and my 
Text. Is not this the heuſe of God? are not his 0ra- 
cles heere vntolded 2? are wee not hecre made ac- 
quainted with his i? Now whereelfe ſhould we 
receiue dire(/ion tor our proceedings than where 


Wee meet with reſolution tor our enterpriſes ? where 
B ſhould 


z Y | 
{hould we make that re/iznatiou(which my Text im- 
porteth ) but where we receiued our Co:mſon ? 
Forthertime, ſurely, as it cannot but bee alwayes 
viefull to thoſe that are doing,and deltrous to ſpeed 
in their doings : ſo, more eſpeciaily at this time 
when we haue ſo great cauſe to commit the common 
publique affaires of the Churches of God ( whole 
actions, and agitarions are, 1n ſome lort, our owne) 
and all their deſzones in behalte of the Golſpell, 
unto the Lord, Butto come nearer. VV hen can wee 
more /eaſonably learzethan when we are preſentlyto 
practiſe? And when haue we moreinſtant need to 
practiſe, and follow this counſel in my Text than 
when we ate about fo ſacred a bulineile ? It ever, 
Beloued, we commit our worke vnto the Lord, let 
vs now when we are conuerſant in the Zords worke. 
As for Perjons,| hope heere are none but will yeeld 
to the necefity of this dutie. Who hath not this 
ſpeech commonly in his mouth? By God's helpe 1 
will doe this or that ; T hereby acknowledging (as 
there is cauſe ) a diſability to doe any thing without 
Gods helpe. How much more aſlliſtance then, 
need wee to craue of God in thele matters ? For 
which ((aith the Apoſtle)who 1s ſufficient ? 2. Cor. 
2.16. We ſeethen all of vs, the peaker, eſpecially, 
whois now to enter vpon ſo waighty' an employ- 
ment, how much it ſtands vs vpþon to commit out 
{cuerall workes vnto the Lord, thar our thoughts 
may bee ellabliſned. But left my preface ſhould 
ſeeme to viurpe Application before Doctrine be deli- 
uered, I draw toward my Text. 
For the explication of the words, it is not requi- 
lite 


| 
| 
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(3) 
fire heere, as in other places of Scripture,to haue re- 


courle vnto the context, and to conlider the depen- 
duxce vpon former, or the coherence with followins 


verſes; For that part of the will and wiſdome ot 


God which is reuealed in this booke, is laid downe 
for the moſt part ( eſpeciaily from the tenth chapter 
to the end) in ſentences perhit, and entire, there be- 
ing no continued /er/es or proceile of matter cloſe- 
ly hanging together, but each axiome abſolute in it 
ſelte, and independent. Sothattheſe Proerbs may 
be not vnhicly compared, me thinkes to thoſe va5 
thoſe finzle grapes ( according to the Hebrewes ex- 
polition Zenit, 19. 10.) which were notto be ga- 
thered and impropriated by the owners, but left in 
common for the poore. They are , firit, as grapes 
that pleaſant and heart-chearing fruit, and therefore 
called mingled wine, Pro. g. y. and ſaid to be life 
to thoſe that finde them, and health to all their 
fleſh, Proverb. 4. 22. Then they are ſingle grapes 
( which is to our purpole) in that they are not 709» 
ed one vpon another in ſenſe, but di//euered, whilſt 
other parts of Scripture are like caſters of grapes 
compacted together , and linked in Logical] argu- 
ment. Butif any will be curious to ſearch out a de- 
pendency of theſe words vpon the former, ſome- 
what may be ſaid according to the opinton of ſome 
judicious, who hold this verſe tro be an inſtruction, 
or document inferred, and-deduced from both the 
former verſes, as from arguments vrging,and preſ- 
{ing it. | 

[n the firſt verſe, Solomon tels vs that the prepara- 


tions of the heart are in man, but the an{were of 
B 2 | _ 


* Peret: !d eff 
Acini decidut, or 
Uarumn particla- 


TWales, 


(4) 


the tongueis from the Lord, that is, Howſocuer 
man hath powers of minde to premedirtate, and 
conſult, yer hee cannot expreſſe whar bee hath 
thought without Gods direftion and aſſiſtance. 
W hence the wiſeman concludeth; It we cannor (0 
much as vtter with our rongues what we haue pre- 
meditated, without Gods aide, then wee ought to 
commit our more weighty workes vntothe Lord : 
But wecannot doe the tormer; Er20 exc. The argu- 
mentis thus drawne tromthe letle to the greater : 0- 
therwiſe it may be thus framed , taking in our 
ſpeeches into the number of our workes (as they 
may well be:)Itall our a&tions,cuen the leaſt,as our 
ſpeeches,be trom God,then are they to be commit- 
ted to God;but they are from God : Erpo.5o we ſee 
how this third verſe hangs vpon the firtt. In the ſe- 
cond verſe his mcaning(I taker) ts this, that how- 
ſocuer we are naturally ſo ready to flatter and 
ſooth vp our {clues in our owne doings, that wee 
imagine all ro be right, and as it ſhould bee, which 
we goe about, eſpecially if it haue but a ſpice or ap- 
pearance of good 1h it: Yer God is not alwayes 
pleaſed with that wherein we ſo pleaſe our ſelues; 
he many rimes either allowes not of the matter, or 
manner of thoſe performances waich wee {0 ap- 
plaud, and magnihe : why ? Becauſe he lookes not 
onely on the outlide of the aCtion, bur takes notice 
out of what growads we doe it, and vnto what ends, 
weighing and diſcerning the ſecret working of our 
ſpirirs. Heereupon he interrs in my | ext, that be» 
cauſe God doth fo, therefore we ſhould commir 


our workes vnto him, thatis, lay them to the rule of 
his 


\ 


aft, v2 
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(5) 


his word, for the approbation and warrant of them, 
and then ſo do them aswe may contidently put out 
ſelues, and our manner of performing them to 
Gods ſcanning, and judgement : I hus working vp- 
0! 4 ſure ground wee {hall haue them citablilhed. 


And ſoI come to the words read. 


The parts whereof appeare at the hiſt view to 


beetwo, and but two ; hauing only one terme of 
connexion And} The tirlit we may either call 4 
coun(ell and aduice ( as | (aid in the beginning: ) and 
the ſecond anſ{werably, 4 promiſe ot luccelie in 
following it: Orelſe we may conceine the /ater to 
be an end propoſed by euery man to himſelie; and 
the former as the way and meanes by which it may 
be attazned virito. Of theſe as they lye in order. 
For our better proceeding, the words are to bee 
exylained before any point be 0/cracd;and the only 
word which needeth opcning 1s | Commit | Weare 
thertore to know that in the originall itis >x *com- 
ming froma root tignifying 79 rowie or turaryer lo 
that according to ſtrittranilation the words are to 
be read, Roule thy workes to, or fon 1enoudh. I he 
ſpeech is metaphoricall, and importeth rhus much, 
that euen as men when they cannot lite or weild 2 
thing well, tumble it to*anorher that can better, or 
as when they haue littedit, it it bee ſo burdenſome 
that they cannot viidgtgoe che weight, they will 
ſeeke helpe, and lay it vpon anothers ſhoulders: {9 
wee being vnable"of our fejues ro manage our af- 
faires, are to turne them cuer vnto God, and being 
pretled with the weight of any charge, or daty ly- 
12g vpon vs, are to expe{t aide from him 2ud looke 
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(6) 


that he ſhould ſuſtaine either zt for ws, or vs vnder 
it. Ina word, weare aduiſed heere to doe no other 
thing, than what men doe in thole caſes, wherein 
they aloneare inſufhcient. What doe they ? T hey 
goe to ſome body, of whoſe ſufficiency and faith- 
tulneſl2 they are ailured, and tell them that they 
know not what to doe themſclues, they cannot goe 
through with the bulineſle, and therefore they relie 
and depend whoily vpon him, commitcing it to his. 
ordering and diſpoſing. Mee thinks Pharaohs cart- 


_ agetowards 7o/eph, thadoweth out our duty to» 


wards Godin this point: He hauing weighed the in- 
terpretation of his dreames,and phe neceflity of ta- 
king ſome courle for preſeruatron of himſelfe & his 
people, calts himicltevpon 19/eph ( whoſe ſflicien» 
cie he had wel! proued)and lett the whole bulineſle 
to his wiſdome and prouidence. Thus ought wee 
conhdently to entruft God with all our workes,and 
much rather than any man. This is enough for the 
diſcouery of the Aetaphor : the fuller meaning we 
{hall haue afterwards. Imthe other words there is 
no obſcurity. Vnder| Workes | we are to compre- 
hend Words, bcing one kinde of our operations, 
though wroyght only with the tongue: as alſo our 
Inteutions and reſolutions are heere to bee vnder- 
ſtood, and taken in : By [ Thenghts |rhen-in the ſe- 
cond part of the verſe we are to ynderſtand, both 
our Ac of deliberation, and the Obte or thing 
whereon we thinke, and whereabout we deliberate 
and reſfolue. In ſumme,Commit thy workes,is as if he 
had ſaid ; Commit the cboice, the ordering, and the 
fucceſſe of thy workes to 1chouahy and lo the uſt 
Jak | wor 
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(7) 
word [ eabhiſhed | intimates, fignifying (in the 
oripinall * 1255) as well aptabuntur as firmabuntur ;, 
prepared and fitted, as well as conſirmed eſtabliſhed, 
The words thus, 13 ſome ſort, vntfolded. I come 
to the point of inſtrution taught plainly in the 
words, vis: Entry one onwht tocommit their workes 
wnts the Lord. Itmay not be amille, fir{t generally 
to proue it, and then to jay out the particulars com- 
prized inthe generall. For proofe We bane ſundry 
paralle] places to this. Dauid giues the ſame coun- 
ſell, P/al. 3 7. 5. Commit thy way vnto the Lard, &c. 
And what counleli he gives to others, we finde re- 
corded he tooke himſelte, Pſalm. 22. 9. He truſted 
;athe Lord, ec. ſaid his very enemies. The lame 
word for Rowling is vied in both thole places 
SR is heere. \We finde the ſame kinde of 3eta- 
22x for ſenſe in other places,though the words be 
apeoriyro—pmng as P/al, 55. 22, Caſt thy bur- 
den wpenthe Lord,cyr. Andi. Pet. 5. 7. Caſt all 
your care pon God. exc. Where the words tranila- 


red [ Caſt |rhough they note properly another mo- 


tion trom Rowling , which wee know by that name; 
yerdoe they as clearely illuſtrate this duty in my 
Text, which chiefly imports a :ransferring, or rc- 
»08ing from our ſelges our watghty workes, or bur- 
dens, or cares,vpon another that 1s ſtronger than 
weare. Formore full explication ot which duty 
{o manifeſtly and [traitly enjoyned vs, deſcend we 
to the particulars therin contained. I kere are three 


things which ſeemeto take vp the whole nat-;re of 


this Committing :I, A ſenſe, and acknowledaement 


of ſelfe-inſu vary for the worke, 2..4 faithful de- 


pengency 


ge 
WM 


(8) 
penaency on God for the appointing and effecting of it. 
>. An attuall recommenaine of it vnto God tn prayer. 
{hele three, were this an aticmbly of Schollers, I 
would liken vnto thoſe three principles of naturall 
things which Philoſophers tell vs of, Priuation, Mat- 
ter. and Forme, I be deniill of our owne abilities, 
{ may call in ſome ſort a Priaation : tor vnlelle wee 
conteile our want of them, and {iripour ſelues na- 
ked ( as it were ) out of all conceics of our OWNne 
ſufhciency, we (hall neuer be diſpoſed to looke vn- 
ro God in our actions. Yertis notrhis { indeed) ef- 
ſentiall ro this duty, though neceilarily preceding, 
and making way for it. Secondly, our faithful de- 
pendency vpon God, and impoling the weight vpon 
him, may be termed the mazzer, ot which this duty 
coniiiterh. Thirdly, our acfuall recommendins of 
cur workes vnto God in prayer, 15 as 1t were, the 
7orme of this duty, by which it 1s compleat in the 
2//c, or being of it: Now for the explanation of 
thele ſeuerals. 
p-- Firſt we muſt finde our ſclues vnable to vnder- 
g0e the burden, and acknowledge our weaknelle; 
And this in a threetold re; 'p<R,1. of Tudeement, 2. 
of Wi/aome,y of Power, We muſt deny vur owne 
Indoement to direR in matter of reſolution what to 
doe. Forhow great cauſe haue we to contetle our 
folly, and our blindnefle in chooking ? True it is 
which the wiſe man ſpeaks,Yer/. 2. 41 the wates 6f 4 
manare leaze ta his one eyes, and (cap.21. 2.) riehe 
7a his ownc eyes. Yetlee what good judges our eyes 
are, Ferſ. 2.5. There is a way that ſeemeth right on- 


$94 man,but the end thereof are the waics of acath. 
And, 
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And, indeed, not one only, but every way, enery 
worke that is of our owne linding out,of our owne 
deuiling, 1s {infull,and tendeth to death, vnlefle we 
haue watrant for it el{ewhere, from God. Fearetull 
1s that [Irony of the Preacher, Ecelef. 11. werſ. 9, 
10. Walke 0 youn? 11 in the wayes of thine heart, 
ani in the ſight of thine eyes, but know, (Fc. | need 
not tell you how lharply God reproued the peo- 
pleby his Prophets, tor walking in the petuerle 
and crooked wayes of their owne hearts. Doudt- 
elle no greater judgement could betall euen the 
beit of vs, thanto eat the irwt of our owne wayes, 

and be hilicd with our owne deuices, Prouerb. 1. 
31. Bur to lay aide thele more weighty conlidera- 
tions , let vs examine our actions, by the meere 
grounds of morality ; aad ( alas!) how fottith, 
how blinde are we when we are our owne Coun- 
cellors ! \Vhat groiſe miſtakings , what lilly 
choiles make we ? How great tailing in judgement 
dowe bewray in ciullactions ? Was it nota foo- 
liſh project co thinke to perperuate ones name by a 
building , as they did at Bavel? Gen. 11, 4. No 
better projects many times do we lay, but fuch as 
willend 1n confuſion: Atthe beit,weltudy, and im- 
ploy our {elues, tor the moſt part, but about toyes, 
and trifles, and things that profit not. We rather 
choole arthaes encombrance,than 4/1r7es better 


part. So that we haue great cauſe to renounce our 


owne judgement in chooling. 
Againe, inthe ſecond place, for w:/dome in ma- 
naging and diſpoſing of a matter reſolued on, ſup- 


pole the re{olution bee good, wee lacke that too. 
* There 
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Thereare but two wayes ( we vſe to ſay) a right 
anda wrong, and do not wee generally rake the 
wrong ? In ſpiriruall matters, we would worthip 
God : but how ? Our owne wildome would faine 
intermeddle too farie in the manner, & intermingle 
the inuentions of our braines,which are very louely 
& decent in our owne eyes, how contrary ſoeuer to 
Gods word : when 1n the meane time we marreall, 
corrupting our ſervices, & making them odtousto 
God. Itwas certainly a godly mind in Dauid & the 
Iſraelites, that moued them to bring the Arke out of 
the houſe of 4%inadab, and their ſolemnity in ma- 
king anew Cart for it, made a faire thew for the 
time, of diſcretion, and wiſdome; bur afcerwards 
they found their folly to their priefe, and that they 
had not ſought the Lord» due order, t. Chron. 1 5. 
12. why? Becauſethey thoughtthemlelues wiſe 
enough to managethat ation, without following 
and obleruing Gods orazr, In worldly matters al- 
ſo we faile either jn not viing ripht meancs or nut 
na right manner: Wee ether Icane on a Reede 
which will breake, and pierce our hands (as As 
pypt is called, E/a, 36. 6.) or elle wee take the 
wrong end of a good itaitz, Either we take thoſe 
courſes which wiil hinder,and prejudice our inten- 
tions, or we worke ſo prepoſteroully,ſo vnſeaſona- 
bly, that we are not 4 whir the neerer, to that which 
we would efte&. Surcly, vnleite an higher prout- 
dence leade,and guice vs, wwe may all viethe words 
of Eliphaz, Job.5. 13, 14. Onr counſels are car- 
ried headlong ; wee meete with darkneſſe 1n the day 
time, and groape at noone day as in tne meht, Eſpe- 
clally 
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(11) 
cially in a caſe of extremitie, and in diſtreſſe wee 
are {o diſtracted that we are at our wits end, and 
know not which way to turnz our ſelues. So that 
in this reſpe& we haue good reaſon to take Salo- 
mms counlell, Leane not unto thine owne Vnaecy- 
ftandins, Pron. 5. 5. And let vs ingeniouily ac- 
knowledge vnto God with Jeremze (cap.10.23.) 
0 Lord ! know that the way of man u not in himſclfe; 
it is not in man that waiketh to atrecf his owne 
ſeeps. 
[n the third place wee are to deny our owne 
Power to accompliſh any worke though neuer ſo 
well conceiued, though meanes are ncuer {o well 
ordered, and the bultneſfſe in very great forward» 
neſſe. Who is he (faith Ieremie, Lamen. 3. 37.) 
that faith , and it commeth to paſſe when the Lord 
commanaeth it not? | may adde;when he aſuſteth not, 
proſþereth not; For, poore impotent creatures that 
weare, if we looke vnto /}irituall ations, we can- 
not ſo much as will to doe good of our (clues, 
much leſte can we catry our ſelues through any ho- 
ly duty with comfort, and ſuccelle : Without mee 
( ſaith Chriſt ) ye can doe nothing, Toh. I5. 5. which 
is true allo if we looke to temporall affaires, and 
emploiments. For what can we ſay wewill doe? 
God can interpoſe when he will, and ftay our pro- 
ceedings a thouſand wayes. He can either ſud- 
denly cruſh vs, and turne vs into duſt : or blow vp- 
on our labours, or ſatfer others to crofle and 
cleane ouerthrow our enterpriſes, $0 that, in mat- 
ter of profit no man can ſay,my power, my labour, 
the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth, 

C 2 Det, 
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Det. 8. 17. Norin point of / honour , By my po- 

licie 1 haue builded my neſt ow high : by the ſtrenath 

of mine arme 1 haue gotten the victorie, Pp (alm. 44-3. 

Theretore (to {hurt vp this tut preparatiue a&tto 

this duty ) we are tn euery acton to take notice of 

our weaknelle, and togroane vnder euery imploi- 

ment,as vnder a burden inſupportable, ſhould we 

haue no helpe: We may been continuall motion, 

rouling and tumbling; our ations vp and downe, 

bur thail never finde reſt,and firme ſe: ling of them, 

betore we Jay them vpon God: ſeeing before wee 

cometo him, it is with vs as Mathematicians tell 

vsit is with a Globe vpan aplaineympolthvleto {tand 

ſtill, and as impolhble to ſtirre to any purpoſe. If 

then we ſet vpon ſpirituall duties, ſay with the A- 

poſtle Paul, We are not ſufficient of our ſelnes to 

thinke (much letle to doe) any thing as of our [clues : 

but our ſuf ficieancy is of God, 2. Cor. 2. 5. And net- 

ther is he that planieth, any thinz;nor be that watereth, 

but God that erneth the creaſe, I.Cor.3.7.1t we goe 

abour any worke of our worldly callings, humbly 

acknowledge with Dawuid, Except the Lord build the 

houſe they labaur in vaine that buildit, Pſal, 12.9. I. 

$0, except he proſper other our handy=workes, in 

vaine dowethink in our owne ſtrength to bring 

themto a wilhed end: eſpecially when any more 
 mporrant attaire is in hand; as when preparations 

are made for warre, and publique ſcruice 1s to be | 

done for the Church of God z then let vs be mot 

ſenſible of our owne weaknefle, and confefle with 

1eho/haphat, That we have n9 miohi again// our ene- 

1tes, nor know we what to aoe, 2.Chr0n, 20, I2. 


But 
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But had not 7eho/paphat a great Armie, and valiant 
ien ? Yes, yetin them was no might : Did not he 
know har ho > had no way bur to lead out his for- 
ces? yes, and yet he knew not what to Joe. .Uny 
this, Our cyes ( [aid he ) are towards thee, that 15, 
ſeein g we cannot worke efteCtually for our Ielucs, 
we roule (not oureyes only,but ) our worke vpon 
theeo Lord, &c. 

And thus we palle on from the ir predaraline, 
vnto the ſecond, an eſſentzall 4:7 of this duty : from 
the at of acknowle: doement in humulicie of our ſclfe- 
inſutficiencie, to the at of Fanh in 4 epen: lenc'2 9 
God, and his efhciencie. Now in this reiting and 
relying vpon God conliſteth principally this de- 
u0luing or committing our worke vato God, and 
this is manifeſted in ſo many acts as there were par- 
ticulars wherein we diſcoucred our owne weake- 
nee, Firſt then, he that commits his worke to 
God, muſt depend as well on his wi4 and alowance 
betore he begins it, as on his helpe and 1/1:/iance_ 
afterward ; he muſt our of that ſuſpicion he1s to 
haue of his owne tudgement in choice, referre his 
determinations to Ged, contult with him, and as 
he willeth, and preſcribeth, lo doe, and noc other 
wile. This was The courſe which Gods people 
rooxtof old ; they would neuer attempt any mat- 
ter, eſpecially of moment, without a warrant. 
Thus the [ſraclites, when /9/9uatheir Generall was 
d2ad, before they ſtirred co cle& another, asked 
of the Lord, +4 ſhould gore up firſt forthem, &c, 
Ina2.1 1. Theycont! 1red a; gaine with God before 


they would take arings gut nf the children of Ben- 
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zamin, 1ndg.11.18,23,28, Thus did Danid ſundry 
times, I $4/4.,23.12.& 30.8. I hus did many others 
of Gods ſeruants 1n luch like caſes, and all in obe- 
dicnceto Gods ordinance, Numb.27.21. that the 
Prieſts {houid aske counſell for them after the 
judgement of Y71m betore the Lord, and at his 
word they thould goe our, and come in, &c. But 
what tell I you of this extraordinarie cou le of ta- 
king reſolution ? Wein thele times can haue no re- 
courle vnto a vocall Oracle, yet notwithftanding 
we mult looke that all our ations be lawtull, and 
warranted by that written 0ra:{e which 1s among 
vs; Whyelle hath Godletr vs bis word ? Why are 
wecalled To the Law and to the Teſtimonie, Eſa. 8, 
20. Whatſocuer we commit to the determination 
of that word, we committo God himſelfe. Obzect. 
Butthe Scripture ( ſome will ſay) doth not menti- 
on thouſands of particular ations, about which 
men are imploied. Anſwer. T rue, yet it giues ſuch 
rules and direQtions, as may be applied to euery 
ation that we can pothibly tall vpon, and are able 
co ſatishe him that rightly applieth them. It cher- 
fore we intend any holy worke or feruice, let vs 
commit it to God, and examine we our {elues whe- 
ther he hath licenced vs to meddle thus, or thus in 
his holy things, whether he hath called vs, and /enr 
w's,and /et vs about them. It we go about any other 
ciuill ations, pur each of them likewiſe to the 1 
queſtion, Isit lawfull? haue I any ground for it? F 
and be reſolued from God before we aduenture 
onit. Wherefore weareto take Danias courſe in 
ſ\ubmmitting our {clues to God, and _—_ on 
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him continually to know the way wherein we 
ſhould walke, P/al. 143. 8. So that this is the 
ſumrne; we are not-to be our owne caruers, but 
leaueir to God to chalke out our way, and appoint 
our worke; otherwiſe we cannot worke in taith; 
and whatſoeucr is not of faith, is ſiune, Rom.14.23, 

Grounds why we lnould thus depend on God 
for his licence, and approbation are many : But,be- 
fides his command, and his childrens practiſe ( of 
which we haue heard ) take only thefe two : Firſt, 
his Will isthe rule, and parterne of holinetle, and 


juitice, and therefore are our ations holy and ult, 


and good, becauſe agreeable to his will: From 
which it we ſwarue, and doe that which neuer 
cam2 into his minde, though it may ſeeme glor- 
ous, it is abhominable. Secondly, we owe vnto 
God that reſpec, that obedience, he being our 50- 
ueraigne Lord, and Gouernour, and Commander, 
as to doe nothing (as neare as we can) but what 
he piues leaue to doe, and which we know is ac- 
ceptable to him, &c, 

We proceed on to the ſecond at of dependency, 
VI. d reſtin? on God for the diſoſinz, and orderin? 
of our actions, the warrantableneſſe whereot ( let 
be ſuppoſed )we are perſwaded of, and are now en- 
tred vpon them : And heere 1s feene a itrong 
worke of faith,and confidence on God, in attri- 
buting ſo much vnto him as to put oner all our bu- 
iineſles into hs hands ( as it were) and ina manner 
out of our own. For we muſlttrult to him forthe 
prouiſton of meanes, for the diſpolition of them; 


yeathough all meanes ſeeme to faile, yea further, 
though 
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though all ſeeme to make againſt our proceedings, 
ſtill ret vpon him. - Fir tor ocir [tren ganingy in this 
cate are thoſe preſcr pts of Chriſt, 1 In att, 6, 
2 5. Fake no thought for your life, what yee (hall eate, 
or what yee thall drinke, nor jet fer . ax body, what 
ze ſhall put en: For(as it followeth In tac place) our 
heauenly father will feed and cloath you, (+c. The o- 
ner in Mat. io. 19. where Chritt toretellino his Dil 
ciples oft their enſuing troubles, he bidd<ih them, 
when they are aclinerea op to Conncels, and Goner- 
nours, mot to take thourht how, or what they ſhould 
/peake; for /t (pail be given you (ſaith he) wm that 
houre what ye [ha {1 peake. As it he had laid, when 
ve are called to contelle my name, do not lay the 
casKC VPON YOur Natt rall parts, as your wit, Your 
I carning, your cloquence, and fluency of ſpeech, 
Ainking : they mult ſaue your credit, and be the 
meanes to doe that worke as it ſhould be done; no, 
rarher Caſt your (clues vpon me,and expect it mat- 
ter and words,of my promlton, and ſuggeition. 
But hcerc(betore we 20e on further) a ſcruple 
muſt be refolued, and taken away, boih for the 
cicaring of rhele places, and of my 'Text;for forne 
may bavend y to gather from thence, this conclu- 
-[t Imult roule my worke on God, and take 
weir for 4 any thing, then need n0T i ſtirre,but 
nay (It (hull, ang let God doe all. We are theretore 
ro know that this doRrine 1s farre trom War. 
any pleato any ſupine lazinelle, or carclefle idle- 
nelle; ir only {heweth vs the way how our ations 
may become both lawtull, and lucces full: 1t pt- 


ueth; no exempuon irom implovi! 19 QUF OWN 11» 
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duſtrie,and endeuour, For the better cleering of 
the point I lay downe two propotitions 1. Thar 
we are {0 to commit our. workes to God, as that 
yet they may remaine our workes. 2. Weareſoto 
doe our workes ,is notto bulte our ſelues with Gods 
worke. Firſt, I ſay, weare ſo to roule our workes 
vpon God, as yet to vadergoe ſomewhat our 
{clucs. Otherwiſe, how could the Text lay | hy 
worke ) it webad no fhingerin it? How otherwaere 
could it be call:d | our way |if we neuer fhrred a 
toot in it? Apaine, for the laſt alleadged places; 
Can anv dreame that Chriſt torbids all premedcita- 
tion, and conuentent pteparation before hand, 
when a man 1s ( perhaps) to ſpeake in publique,and 
there where are both curious, and capt.ous kea- 
rers? Would not ſuch boldnrſſe be preſumption ? 
Or can any imagine that hee forbids all prout- 
dence, and prouilion of nece{taries, when in other 
places weare commanded to labour, tha: we may 
eat, and co be painfull in our callings? Would not 
{uch ialeneſſe be Sathans 1[u/i9n? Yes ſurely ; for 
no precept rightly vnderitood, contradicts ano- 
ther. God that workes for vs, will yet haue vs 


' worke with him. We mult be like Pilots at Seca, 


who though their eyes are lifted vpward, obſer- 
uing the /farres, yet hold their hand on the Helme 
to direct the Sterne : And we mult imitate Nehem- 
ah and his people, who as they made their prayer to 
their God, ſo they {er a watch day and night to de- 

fend themſelues,and their worke, Nehe. 4. 9. 
The ſecond propolition will make the point 
plainer, 7s, That God would haue vs ſo to doe 
D our 
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err owne worke, as not to bulite our ſeiues with hs 
worke : What now is our worke ? T'o beinduttrious 
and diligent in viing the meanes which God offe- 
reth vs, andemploy thoſe talents which he hath 
oven vs, afterthe beſt ſort we can. What is Gods 
worke then? To diſpoſe of all rhings according 
to his owne counſel], and to giue the ſucceſle of 
the ation according to his will : So that, if we ei- 
ther vex, & diſquietour lelues with necdlelle feares, 
or torment our ſelues with ſulicitude and excefſme 
cares about the accompliſhment of our bulineſle, 
weincroach vpon Gods worke, and that only is 
there forbidden. 

This now being cleered, iris apparent that our 
diligence, & our repole on Gods prouidence may 
itand together ; of which repoſe we now ſpeake, 
and it 1s to be praiſed in rwo reſpeRs : 1. In re- 
eard of our ſelues ; 2. of other meanes. Firſt, for 
our ſelues, we mukt yeeld as initruments to bee fir- 
ted, and prepared for the warke, and to. be dirett- 
ed, and guided init, by him. Our eyes mutt be to- 
wards him that ke may inſtru, and guide vs with 
his eye, P/a. 32.8. And we hindechat the eye of 
God was vpon the Elders of the ITewes in their. 
worke of building, ſo that their enemies could not 
make them to ceaſe, Ezra 5. 5. If our bulineſſe 
beein ſpeech, we are to belecue char God who 
made our nouthes, will be with our mouthes, and 
teach vs what to ſay, as hedid Moſes, Exod. 4. 11, 
12. [ft irbein action otherwiſe,conlider that God 
giucrh abilities, anda ſpirit fit for the worke, as he 
did Gideon, dg. 6, 16. Againe, for other meanes 
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we muſt reſt on him to bee borne vpon the wings 

of his prouidence, 2nd to haue ſuch meanes mint- 

ſtred as may moſt aduance our delignes and de- 

fires. Dauid, when it was told him that 4h:thophe! 

was among the conſpirators with Avſaiom., 

Ford ( ſaid he) 7 pray thee turne the connſell of Ahi- 
thophel into fooli/hne/e, 2. Sam. 15.31. When he 
prayed thus, going vp the hill, he knew no meanes 

how God would cttect it,only he referred itto him 

who could either infatuate A-ithophel,or confound 

his counſell, as pleaſed him; bur we finde how that 

God preſently as ſoone as he was gotten tothe top 

of the hill, preſented vnto him a weave whereby 

it was poſſible Ahithophels counſell might be reje= 
Qed,visz, I he ſending of HYnuſhii vnto Abſalom to 

mate Abithophel with his wiſdome, & that proued 
effetuall. Gideon, when God had called him to 

fight againſt the Midfanites,and had cauſed him to 

ſend home the greater part of his Army,and after- 
wards of the remnant, choſe only 309. men, knew 
not ( queſtionleſſe ) how God would worke with 
thoſe men, or after what manner they ſhould aſ- 
fault the enemic, yet beleeued he that God would 
ſome way employ them : and we finde that God 
taught him, at length, how they ſhould be armed, 
how appointed, not with weapons, but with 
Trumpets , and fire-brands, _ pitchers, 1#uap. 
7. 16. Very pertinent to this point, is that worthy 
example of Abrahams ſeruant going to get a 
wife for his young maſter 7/aak, Gen. 24. 13, 14. 
He not only truſted Ged with the ſucce/e of his 
journey, but commited to his diſpoſing the meanes 
| D 2 alſo, 
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alſo, as the comming forth of the damoſel,her ſpeech 
to him,&ec, 

Many inſtances might be ginen to ſhew the de- 
pendance af Gods ch:idren on himto carry them 
through their employments; and there are good 
grounds why they thould doe fo. | 

Gods wiſdome is ſo exat, fo infinite, that hee 
knoweth what meanes w:ll be tit to be vied now, 
and what nor, both for his glory, and the eſtabli- 
{hing of the thing in hand : He knowes what may 


| hinder,& can either preuent,or fruſtrate it. He both 


knowe> how to open a doore for Paul to do good in 
his miniſterie 3 and for Petey to eſcape imminent 
danger, Ina word, he knoweth how to knit ſecon- 
dary cauſes, one vnto another, and to makethem 
centpire together in an admirable harmony, which 
we our ſejues cannot doe. Therefore, rely on 
him, and in taich make vſe of that ſpeech of the A- 
poſtle, Kom. 8. 28. which though he ſpeakerh to 
another purpoſe, yet may bee applied to ours in 
hand, 7/2. God will make all things worke zoge- 
ther for the belt. 

Gods prouzdence ts in euery particular thing that 
falls out; hes not ſuch a God as ſome of the hea- 
then make their /#p7ter; of whom they ſay, Non v4- 
cat extouts e. jupiteris not at leaſure to attend 
petty matters : But the truth 1s, he hath a ſtroake 
12 minimis, even the leaſt matters. Not a Sparrow 
falls to the ground but by his will. Hefeeas the fowles 
of the ayre, and cloathes the flowers of the field, How 
can wethen thinke bur that he diſpoſeth of euery 
thing that concernes vs, or our aftaires ? Mans g0- 

ings 


2 


— 


(27) | 
ings are of the Lord ( ſaith Solomon ) Proy. 2 0. 24, 


how then can he nerſtand his owne way ? And, A 
mans heart aeniſeth his way, but the Lord directeth his 


ſteps, werſ.g. of this chapter. Yea Ged numbret! 


our ſieps, lob. 14. 16, Greatreaſon then haue we, 
Beloued, ro commit our workes to his managing, 
and ordering,&c. 

Andnow weare come to the third, and Jaſt at 
of Dependency,w/z.A reſting,and waiting 0a God 
tor the /ucce//e of our bullneiles, and endcuours. 
Which is lo neceſſary, that the promiſes annexed 


[to theſe precepts ſeeme more eſpecta;ly to aime at 


it. Commit ( ſauh my Text) thy workes wnto the 


Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall bee eſtabliſhed + what 


47 


doth this foundelle, but, Commit the e/?av1ij 
of thy workes to God ? So1s that, P/alme 37.5. to 
be relolued : this wee are taught to doe, when wee 
are in any holy worke, or {eruice, by Paul,and Bare 
nabas, Acts 14.2%. They commended the Elders amto 
the Lord, e*c. thatis, the Miniſtery and /xcceſſe of 
the Miniftery of the Elders, chiefly. Likewiſe by 
the Prophet 1/4/4795 owne example ( 1/ay 49. 4) 
who though he teared his labour was in vaine, yer 
herein hndes comtort, that þ# werke was with his 
Gad, thatis, the jucce//e of it, &c. W hen wee are 
vpon other attaires, this duty is alſo commended 
vato vs. /0ab when hee went out againſt the Am- 
monires and 5yrians, ad had marſhalled his Ar- 
my, and ſet his troupts inthe beſt order he could, 
for greateſt aduaniage z and omitted no part of a 
wiſe and diſcreet Genera)i ; what faies hee to 4bt- 
{oat his brother 2 be of good conrage, and let 45 play 
h 'D; 
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the men, and the Lord doe that which ſeemeth him 
good, 2 Sam. 10.12. Hethought his part was on- 
i ly to play the man: it was Gods patt to incline the 
| day, and giue the viory to this or that (ide, and to 
| him he lett ic. Nehemiah when he had reſolued to 
ſpeake to the king his Maſter, in behalte of his peo- 
ple, troubleth nor him{clte what anſwer he ſhould 
haue, but leaues that to God 3 Proſper 1 pray thee 
( ſaid he, cap. 1.41.) thy ſernant this day, «24 grant 
bim mercy in the ſicht of this man. So licſier, &c, 
Heſter 4. 16. 
But what doe I heaping vp knowne examples ? 
Call to minde with mee butone more,namely,that 
of Abraham ; God had called him to doe a worke, 
7 a ſeeming vnnaturall worke, of {laying and facri- 
ficing his only ſonne, ( Gen.22.) Vhat doth he? 
He goes adout it preſently, without queſtioning 
the nature of the fat or Gods promiſe, and had 
done itif God had not ſtayed him. O wonderfull 
ſtrength of faith! O marcbleſſe confidence ! We 
may wellthinke that this father of the faithtull, as 
he told his deare J/aak ( verſe 8. ) that God would 
prouide a Lambe,{o was perſ{waded that God would 
prouide in other reſpe&s thatthe ſucreſe and conſe- 
quent of this at ſhould bee ſuch, as might ſtand 
both with Gods mercy, and faithfulneſ/e, and alſo 
the encouragementof his owne Faith in aſſurance 
of poſterity. But to leaue examples, conlider with 
me what ſtrong grounds we haue whereon to build 
this dependance for ſucceſſe on God. 
Reaf. 1. Gods abſolute Power requireth thus much at 


our hands ; He is both O-»nipotent, able to doe all 
things ; 
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things ; and alfo Soli-ptent, only able to doe what 
him pleaſechin heaven and in earth. Who hath 
not found that true which the Preacher found true, 
Eccleſ. 9.1 1. The race is not alwaies to the ſwift, nor 
the battell to the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, 
g&c. And what elſe are we to conclude thence, but 
that there is another ſupreme Ruler, and Gouer- 
nour Quer man who giues the illue, not according 
to the ſeeming abilities of the perſons, or likelt- 
hood of meanes vſed, but according to the good 
pleaſure of his owne will. The three childrenthere- 
fore, though it wasa ſore burden of care,and teare, 
and doubting, that lay on their necks when they 
were either to be caſt into the frery furnace, or to 
wor{hip an Idoll (call it what you will, 4 worky 
or a ſuffering) committed the cuent to God ; arid 
vpon what ground? The power of God ; Our God 
( ſaid they ) 7s able to deliver ws, we. Dan. 3.16. $0 
did 4/4, 2 C708. 14.11. Lorditis nothing with thee 
to helpe whether with many, or with them that haue 
8s power ; helpe us, O Lord our God, for wee rej? 


on thee, &<, 


The Decree of God isa maine propand pillar of 
this coniidence. He hath fore-determined;andap- 
pointed whatfoeuer commeth ro'paſie 5 All our 
iimes are in his hand, andall the ations and moti- 
ons in thoſe times. Whatſoeuer we doe therefore, 
ſet vs waitin lilence, and patience, for that euent 
which God hath decreed. Many derices are in a mans 
neart ( laith Solomon) neuertheleſſe the connſell of 
the Lord that (ball ſtand, Prou.19.21. Hence that 
taithtull ſpeech, 7/ay 26, 12. Lord thaw wilt or dains 
peace for Vs, &C. Now. 
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Now,becauſe fleſh and bloud findes this an hard 
raske, to dependthus on God, though there be ve- 
ry many thinkeit an calle le{flon, and wiil ſay that 
they hope in God, and now they have done what 
they can,wili not trouble themiclues further,there- 
fore let vs examine how the caſe ttands with vs, by 
allgneor two, taken from the nature of this act, 

Sione 1, Know then, thar conadence on God for the 

_ event, caſts out both carnall feare, and d:iſtrafiing 
care. Theſe two, Feare and Care, | may not vnhitly 
compare vato thoſe two brethren Kechab and Bad- 
ral Gt t whom we reade, 2 $a74.4.5.6.) For as they 

flew 1/hbeſheth while he lay on his bed in his houſe; 
{o theſe will take away thelitc of our Faith, it once 
they get into the houſe of our hearts, while wee 
thinkeit re/teth it (elts /ecurely on God, So that, firſt, 
the faithfull man feares not; ( 1 wid truſt and not 
be afraid, I{ay 12.2.) though he inde many. wants 
in himſelte, no ſuccours trom others, yea though 
there ariſe impoſſibilities in his conceit, yer hee ts 
like Abraham, Kom. 4.18, 19, 20. Hee beleeneth an 
hope, aboue hope, not ſtaogerine at the promiſes of 
God; &Cc. And thus he ginesgloryto God, euenthe 
olory of his power and ommn! Potency, as is there 
eſtified of Abraham. 

2 Apaine, the faithtull man is not carefull, thatis, 
diſtracted with immoderare, and exceſhue care, as 
if his caring, and muling could any thing alter the 
cale : : No, he knowes that what God hath determi- 
wed (hall b 8 efected, chongh he caft about neuerſo | 
many waies to > fulfil his owne delires, and there- | 


| fore heanſwereth cither his owne ſoule or others, 
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as thethree children did the king, Dax. 3. We are 
not carefull to anſwer thee, that is, we are not ſoli- 
citous to finde our thifts, or wayes about to eſcape; 
that which is our dutie we will doe : let God alone 
for the concluſion. Sureit is, that Kowlrn? our bur- 
den vpon God, and /oading our ſelues thill with a 
burden of cares and feares, cannot well meet to- 
getner. 

Secondly, faith, as it cafts out feare, and care, $12ne 2. 
{o is it accompanied with cheerefulneſſe , and cau- 
ſeth a man to encourage himſelf. in God. So wee 
finde Dawid affeted, 1. Sam. Jo, 6. While he was 
in danger of being ftoncd by his owne people, and 
had all che diſhearcnings that(al:noſt) could be,yet 
euenthen he encouraged himſelfe (faith the text ) 
in the Lord his God. And therefore in P/al. 3 7.4, 
5- Delighting our ſelues in the Lord, and commit- 
ting our way vnto him, are joyned together as com- 
panions, kauing the ſame promiſe in efte& made 
to both. | 

There remaineth only the laſt thing required C2} 
to this Commiting &c, viz. Prayer. For, as we 
muſt deny our ſelues, and depend on God for a 
warrant when we are in cox/ultation,tor aſhitance, 
and meanes when we come to reſolution, and tor 
ſucceile when the bultnefle is to bee ripened, and 
brought to perſectron : So we mult make a ſolemne 
recommenaation of our worke to God, in Prayer, 
| which I called the formall act (that is,the ſet man- 

ner) of Commiſizon,becauſe whereas by faith and de- 
fenaance we doe, indced,really, and truly roule our 
burden vpon God, by this prazer that faith (as ma- 
Is ny 
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ny other graces beſides) isaQted forth,and cleerely 
manifeſted, 

[ explaine my meaning by an ordinary courſe 
in Law (as Itakeit ) vis. When a man puts ouer 
his eltate to another, or eſtates another in any 
thing , there muſt be, beltdes the writings drawne, 
a formall deliuery of them to the party : To. theſe 
writings, wherein is contained the ſubſtance of the 
conuciance, [ liken Faith : to the deliuery of theſe 
writings, in the manner of conuetance, [I liken 
Prayer, Now for prayer, thatitis included in this 
duty, is without queftion. Some would haue it on- 
ly, orat leaſt principally, meant in the text, and 
therefore tranllace it (in (tead of Rewle thy workes) 
Reneale thy workes vnto the Lord. But that they 
are miſtaken, both the proper (1gnihcation of the 
Hebrew word {hewerh, and the. nature of the 

1 thing. 

if For, will my bare telling another that T am bur- 
thened, caſe me any whit,or keepe my burden from 
4 falling ? No, valeſle[ layit vpon him,and he helpe 
| to ſupport it: Will my faire words to another, | 
how I will entruſt him with ſuch an eſtate of mine, 
(| either better mine ſtate, or keep it from decaying ? | 
is No, vnlefle by a due legall proceedingT reſigne it | 

19 __ ouervnto him, and ſo giue proofe that I truſt him. 
No more will a bare acquainting God with: mine | 
intentions, or ations, or griefes, further my de-_ 
fignes, orratifie my deſires, vnleſſe I repoſe my | 
canhdence in him. ; 
Y«& muſt we take in Prajer within the compaſle 

of this Rou/2, though not {but out the other for 
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its fake : But what ſhall I, or need I now ſpeake of 


it? If we looke backe tothe examples of thoſe a- 
fore mentioned, we ſhall tinde diuers of them diſ- 
couering their faith in the prayer of Farch. It was 
in prayer that Tehoſhaphat confteſled his weaknelle 
and committed his worke of wartare vato God : 
It was in prayer that Dawid asked God what hee 
{hould doe, and in what way he ſhonld walke : Tc 
was 1n prayer allo that hee betruſted God with the 
meanes to befoole Ahithophel; as did Abrahams (er- 
uant to find outa wife for his yong maſter. Laſtly,it 
was in prayer that Nehemiah commended his ſpeed- 
ing with the king his Maſter vnto the Lord. What 
need I adde any inſtances to theſe?I wil only com- 
mend to your generall imitation that a& of He- 
zekiah, 1{4.37. 14. He went to God, and ſpread 
the letter of Sexnacherib before the Lord : So let 
vs in all our occa(tons, whether ordinarie, or extra- 
ordinarie, when wee are to doe any worke, when 
we would becaſed of any burden, goe vnto Gad, 
lay open our caſe, offer vp our petitions, and in 
faicthfull prayer, poure out our {oules before him. 


 O what maruellous encouragements and forcible 


motiues haue we ſo to doe ! 

All the grounds for each of the former points 
ſerue joyntly to beare' vp this too. It 1s firſt his 
good will and pleaſure that we ſhould pray in this 
caſe: and then his wiſdome ſhould inuite vsto 
haue recourſe vnto him : and thirdly, his power 
{hould bea ſtrong argument to moue vs to runne 
vnto him, Prow. 18. 10. ButI cannot infliſt on 
theſe, but muſt haſten cowards an end, 

E 2 Yet 
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Yet I will adde one moreto the former, which 
may aboue ail other motiues encourage vs to 
pray, viz, The conſideration of Gods Lowe ana 
mercy to vs, and readineſleto put forth himſelte 
for vs. T his is that argument which 1s vied in my 
 Textand like places by way of promile : Caſt ail 
Jour care ypon God ( (aith the Apoſtle Peter) why ? 
For he careth far you, 1.Pet.5. 7 Yea, God tenae- 
reth vs asa father aoth bis children, Pſal. 10J. 13. 
And will a father let his childe linke vnder a bur- 
den when heentreats his helpe ? No,hee will either 
beare it for him , or ſu/taine him vnder it. It earth- 
ly parents doe for their children, [hall not our hea- 
uenly father doe for vs ? Much more ſurely, as 
Chriſt concludeth, Marr. 7. And therefore will 
Dantd call vpon God, becaule hee is the God that 
pertormeth all chings tor him, P/al. 57. 2. I con- 
clude then with the words of the Apoſtte, Ph1l. 4. 
G6. Becarefull for nothing;but in enery thing by pray- 
er,and ſupplication with chankſetaing, let your requeſts 
be made knowne to God. 

The Doftrinall part of this counſel] being ex- 
plained ; ſee we in briete what may be thence col- 
lected. | 

Firſt, hereisa word of Exhertation, that wee 
would all take this courſe,and tollow this counſell, 
But his may be ſpared (in reſpeR ot our priuate 
workes) becauſe the doctrine 1t ſelfe was exhor- 
ratorie, and many exhortations were intermixed 
among the explanations of tt. Yet let vs all be per- 
{wadcd to calt an eie vpon the Churches of God, I 


meane eſpecially rhe diſtreſled parts of it, atd com- 
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mend their workes and delignes for their ownc 
ſafety, together with the workes of others in 


their behalte, vnto the Lord. We may in charity, 


ſuppole that they haue committed the choice of 
their enterpriſes vato him, and haue a warrant tor 
them : Let vs now commit the meanes and the 
ſuccelle vnto God. Howlſoeuer matters 'poe hard 
in many places, meanes fatle, the caſe ſeeme almoſt 
deſperate, God giues ſuccelles to the enemie, ſuf 
fers his children to be cruelly and iniurioutly hand- 
led, ſcattered,{laughtered ; ( So that wee may take 
vp tor them thac complaint of thoſe, P/alme 


44.10,11. Thou makeſl vs turne backe from the ene 


mie, &c.) yetlet vs ſo carry our ſelues that we may 


ſay with them there, Yerfe i 7. ail this & come Ipo3 


Vs, yet haue not we forgotten thee ,&Cc, 

Againe, heere 15a word of rebuke to as many 
as will not be aduiſed by the wiſe man : And they 
are of diuers ſorts. 

1. They that make their owne ſufjrciencies the 
fundamentall aſe, and prop of their ations. As 
Papiſts, who make the ltrength of nature able to 
worke diuers good ations : And generally, all 
proud perſons, who pride themſelues in their owne 
might and power, as it they could doe what they 
lit, and God not able to hinder them. The cariage 
of many, though haply not their ſpeeches, bewray 
ſuch arrogant thoughts, 

2. They who wit pot endure to commit the 
choice of their ations to God, nor ſtay for a war- 
rant, butrunne on vpon their ownz heads: ſuch as 


they, Dent. I, who-woul:! needs fight when God 
E 3 torbade 
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forbade then, ſo farre were they from demanding 
leaue of him : Or as they, Jerem. 42. 29. who 
would ſeeme to commit their tourney to God, but 


in hypocrilie, hauing reſolued what to doe before 


hand, let Gods command be what it will. 
, T hey that dare not depend vpon God for meanee. 
; Such are they that faint in themſeJues, and make | 
themſelues more vt for the worke than God | 
hath made them, by their difhdence of ever being ; 


enabled for it. Herein was Aoſes taulty, Exod. 4. 
10. Secondly, they that diftruſt God it ſuch and 
ſuch meanes doe not take, and at ſuch a time. Such 
were the {{raelites whoare ſaid to limir the holy 
one of Iſrael, Pſal.78.4 1. Thirdly,they that rely vp- 
on their owne, procurement of meanes,as they that 
truſted on the\ſtrength of Agypt, J/a. 31.1, 2. A- 
gainſt whom both a woe is denounced, and Gods 
Wiſdome oppoſed : yet (faith the Prophet) heis 
wile; 7. though you ſo leane to your owne wil- | 
dome incontriuing meanes, and to Egypt in at- 
fording them, God will outreach you, Ot this ſort 
we ftindemany who will thinke to make all ſo ſure, 
and order cuery thing ſo wiſely, that Gods proui- 
dence {hall be (in ſeeming) cleane ſhut out, as if 
he could not make a change,G&c. Foarthly, they are 
molt to blarge who vie indire&t meages, and ſo by 
_ conſequence commit their workes to the Deuill. 
Saul did lo palpably,in conſulting with the Witch 


at Enacr, 1 Sam. 28, $, Others doe it couert- 4 
ly, &C. | | 
4 They that 2ruj? not God with the event and ſucceſſe 


of their bulineſſe : bur peremptorily conclude | 
| what 
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what their feare ſuggeſteth. So 279/es, Exod. 4 1. 
Behol1 (ſaid he) they will not b-lecue mee, (vc, And 
Danuid, 1 Sam.27, 1.1 joall one dayperiſh by the hand 
of Saul, (4c. Bur wee mutt know that howlocuer 
Godallowes vs to be Hiſtorians, or recorders of 
thoſe workes which he hath done for vs: yer he will 
not haue vs be Proon9ſticators of future events, fo 
as to determine what he will aoe, cſpecially when 
wee conclude againſt our felues, and the glory of 
his mercie, 

Thu much for the Counſel, or precepl ia tne Text, 


And thy thoughss ſh4'l be eflabliſh:d. 


Heſe words appeare plainely to be a ”romi(e 
ſabioyned to that counſell which the Wile 
m14n gaue in the former part of the Verſe; and 
containe that end which is aimed. at by all agents, 
and calily obtained by taking that courſe, and fol- 
lowing that way which was premifed. Heere, for 
our orderly proceeding, wee are firſt to ſeuer the 
words in explication, and then ioyne them againe 
ina generall obſeruation, which when wee haue 
branched forth into particulars, and fenced from 
obieRions, we will hut vp with application. 
Two words areto bee opened | Thongrts | and 
[ E/abli{hed. | Thoughtsin the ſoule of man are 
properly the inward agitations,or workings there- 
of, beating as it were, vpon an obiect fomerly ap- 
prenended; and we (hall finde the greateſt vſe of 


them inmarters either of weighs or dif ficultte, = 
78 
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the more wee are poſſeſſed, or preſſed with any 
thing, the more they are multiplied. O what a 
world of them, in ſuch caſes, throng in one vpon 
the necke of another to the diſquieting of our ſpt- 
rits ! Thebelt men of the but tempers are ſubtet 
vnto them ; cuen Dautd himicite 1s heard to com- 
plaine of the multitude of his thoughts within 
him, P/al, 94.19. And indeed, this {warming of 
thoughts is a maruellous gricuance vato a man, for 


they hinder and Interrupt the cleare tiicourſe of 


realon, and raiſe as jt were, ſuch a miſtin a mans 
minde, that hee 1s nor avle to diſcernc one truth 
from another. I his noted by the way, [ patle oa 
to other acceptions of thoughts : For in Scripture 
they are otten put tor the effec of thoughts,ttar is, 
tor counſels, and reſo!utions taken aiter the work- 
ing of the thoughts; and fo 7erem. 11. 19. They 
hanc thought a thought, or deuiſed a denice againſt me, 
&c, The word 15 the ſame which 1s vſed heere, 
\\/ hich acception bordereth very neere- vpon ano- 


ther, v/2. when thoughts are put for the obrect of 


thoughts, or the matcer it ſelte deniſed and purpo- 
ſed, whether outward, or other; fo Exod. 35.35. 
Bex.wuect and Ahol:ab are ſaid to be filled with the 
wildome of thoſe that deniſe cunning worke, or 
( according tothe Hebrew ) that thinkethoughts ; 
the word 1s the ſarne likewiſe with this inthe T cxr. 
Now in both thee latter acceprions, I thinke che 
word isto be taken here,ard ſo the meaning of tl:is 
promiſe is, 7hy counſels, denices, or worke thourht 
on (all be eſtabliſhed. 

Betore we paile further,it will be neither imper- 
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tinent, wor vaprofitable, to cleare a ſcruple which 
may ariſe from the change of the word [ Workes ] 
vſed in the forepart of the text, into this word 
[ Thoughts | inthe latter part of it. One would 
chinks the promiſe would haue better anſwered 
the precept it he had [.uid, Commit thy workes unto 
the Lord, and they (i.thy workes) ſhall bee eſta- 
bliſhea. 

May we not gather hence, that we our ſelues are 
ſuthcient for our thoughts, and it will be needfull 
onely, to refer our workes to God ? Eſpecially ſee- 
ing it is ſaid,Yer/e the ninth of this chapter; 4 mans 
heart deuiſeth bis way,but the Lord directeth his ſteps: 
Whichſeemeth to intimate that we haue power of 
our ſelues to will, though not to worke. 

Itistrue, a Papiſt and an Arminian will be rea- 
dy to catch at ſuch {hadowes ; but {hadowes are 
no good couerlets for errors. I will not drench my 
ſelte into the bortome of Freewill, no nor wade 
into it, ſeeing I may keepe my ſelte on the banke 
and reſolue this doubt. T his then I take to be the 
truthina word : Wee canaot thinke or deniſe any 
thing meerely of our (eJues ; for even in naturall 
operations of the minde and heart about naturall 
and ciuill things, theres a generall concourle of 


Anſw. 


Gods prouidence, In God wee liue, and moue *, » 4 


not our feet onely, but our hearts alſo; Heitis by 
whoſe leaue and licence we will every thing, and 
who putteth this or that into our hearts, when we 
will oraſfe& any good thing. Thoughts are like- 
ned to conceptions : Words and workes to births ; 
and as births vſually are not, ſo conceptions can- 
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not be without others helpe. To this purpoſethe 
firſt verſe of this chapter runneth thus in the laſt 
tranilation; The p; eparations of the heart in man, and 
the anſwer of the tongue us from the Lora, We quelti- 
on not now 1 whether the will hath freedome in na- 
turall, and ciuill ations, nor deny 1t, bur this 1s 
 certaine, that the actuall exerciſe of this freedome 
is gouerned | by God, who can make vs <icher /u/- 
re: »d our a&t of willing, or 4zzert our thoughts 
from one thing to another, or ancline vs to thinke 
 Vpon 77s or that, now or then, at his pleaſure. FOL 
initance; we finde God promiting the [ſ[raelites 
that whiſft they went vp thrice inthe yeare tO ap- 
2are before him, no man ſhould ſo much as delire 
their land, Exod 34.24. Vhat? was it not in the 
power of the SE. ; Sa” ra to haue inuaded 
tht cilpeopled — ar ſuch a time? Yes in 
ſome (enſe it was, and had not God h:ndered, 1t 1s 
likely they would ſoone haue beene tampering 
with Gods inkericance : Bur we fee that though 
they ſuppoſed they bad ſtared rnemlclues, ( per- 
haps our of ſome politique reſpects ) yer it was 
God indzed thar jtayed them. 2againe, we ftinde 
I/a. 9. 18. that God would hiile for: a flie from 
Agypt,and a Bee tron Aſlyria: and 1#d2es 4. 7. 
ar! he would draw out Sifera to fig pht, &C. But did 
the Zgyprians heare any ſuc ch hiſſing ? Did Siſcra 
teele any ſuch drawing ? No ſurely, they thought 
they had by their owne meere aduice pur them 
ſelues intochole i journeys, So that we ſce when 
man thinkes hee relolues of himlſelte, then God 
hath his ſtroxe in that reſolution. Now to _—_— 
n1s 
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this queſtion ; why it is ſaid (notwithſtanding all 
this ) that man deuiſcth his way ? Tanſwer; 

I. Itis fo faid ro ſhew that though God in his 
counſell hath determined, and moderated our 
counſels, yer our naturall liberty in conlulting is 
not taken away. 

2. The firltchoughts,and purpoſes of the heart 

may be attribured to man, rather than other ats 
comparatmuely ; tor thoughts and meditations,bcing 
the tir(t productions, and the moſt i1mple acts of 
the faculties in man, his worke is myit ſenitble 
therein, and leile of Gods worke 1s dilcerned, 
Whereas the more our operations are compeuns 


del, the more are theaRts and roynt workings of 


diuine proutdence manitold, and deubled, I ex- 
preſſe my lelte more clearely thus: In the motions 
ot tte will or mind?, there God workes only vpon 
the will or minde, and thar inwardly, and very 
cloſely: but when we come to execute our delignes, 
there God mult not only concurre with the /oule, 
bur with the parts of the body likewile, as with the 
ton2e 1 ſpeaking, with the handin working, with 
the feet in walking, and that more palpably : And 
hence i: 15 that 1h ſpectall inanner che an{wer of the 
tongue ts from the Lord, and our ſteps dire&ted by 
him. And now 1 hope, we may proceed wichout 
ſtumbling blocke vnco the taſt word. 

Efabliſhed Jisin the vulgar Latine read | dtre- 
fed. | But the word in the Originall ( as I tormerly 
noted ) is more full, ſignifying both to be prepared, 
or fitted, and to be confirmed or -accompliſed 
and therefore a tranflation into another language, 

F 2 rendieth 
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* French Seront * rendreth it excellently by a word importing to 


be accommodated, drefled, ficly diſpoſed, rightly 
matched, or iuſtly applied, &c. So that more is ai- 
med at than the bare efteting what we would haue 
done, and our guidance what to doe, and how to 
doe it, muſt needs allo be vnderitood. Briefly, this 
eſtabliſhment is oppoſed to that breaking off of 
thoughts, and purpoles, 1917.11, as twerea 
rooting of them vp, and plucking them aſunder, 
when as, namely, there ts diſtraCtion, and perplexi- 
tie, and infelicity of ſucceſle. 

To leaue the words then, wee come to the 
point,which youſce,at firlt, breathes out comfort, 
and encouragement,that He who commits h/« workes 
wutothe Lora, (ball hawe his thoughts eſtabliſhed. For 
general] proote wee are to looke againe vnto like 
places, Pſal. 37. 5. Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
and he {hall bring it ta paſſe; and Pſal. 55.22. Caſt 
thy burden wpon the Lord, andhee ſhall (uſtaine thee, 
Prou. J. 6. Inall thy wayes acknowledge him, aud he 
{ball arre(t thy paths. See how Gods allin all to 
chem that commit themſelues vnto him, Sup- 
pole we can goe lightly away with a charge of bu- 


1inefle, yer we may hauerubs, and fall in our paſ- 


ſage; why then, if we trult him, hee will 2ddreſle 
our way,and bring vs proſperouſlyto our journies 
end. Yea, ſi;ppoſe that we are heauily burdened 
in the way, why then hee will ily caſe vs,'it 
wee lay it vpon him. Bur now leit any ſhould 
thinke weare aduiſed to any fruitleſ/e, or hopeleſſe 
pertormance, and thar we may percelue the extent 
of this promiſe, we will branch it torth into parti- 
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culars, and lay them fide by (ide ( as it were ) vnto 
thoſe duties formerly commended vnto vs. Ob- 
ſerue therfore, that as we are bound to commit our 
reſolutions, and our proceedings, and the ſucceſle 
of all ro God ; ſo heere are incouraging promiſes 
anſwering tocach of thele.- 

Firſt, he that conſults with God for his warrant, 
and dares not attempt any thing before hee hath 
good ground for it, [ball bein{{rued in the beſt 
courſe and the ſateithe can take. It we aske forthe 
old way, which is the good way,7crem. 6. 16. and 
if we aske where we ought, v7z. ar Gods Oracle, 
the Lew, and Teſtimony, 1/a, 8. then ſhall chat 
be verified to vs which is promiſed, 1/a.30. 21. 
Thine eares ſpall heare a voice behinae thee, ſaying, this 


is the way, walke ye init, when ye turne to the right. 


hand or to the left. It wee hearken vnto the com- 
mands of God, and attend on him, then owr peace 


(ball bee as a Riner , tor God teacheth ws te profit, 


and leadeth 7s by the way that wee (howld goe, Iſa. 
48. 17,18. Hee is the beitcounſellor(we heard be- 
fore) and the wiſe man tells vs, that by counſel! 
(Gods counſel tnen ejpecially )euery purpole is eſta- 
bliſhed, Pros. 20.18. 

Now thatthis is fo, we find both his people lay- 
ing hold onthele promiſes, and him alfo fulfilling 
them to his people. Daud beſeecheth God to or- 
der his1teps. in his word, being contident that hee 
(ho1:1d not be alhamed when hee had reſpe& vnto 
Gods commande ments, Pal. 119. 6, By wot 
being aſhamed, hee meanes that he ſhould nor bee 
 kdinto errour, nor be deluded,or fruſtrated of his 
F2 hope : 


DD ————_— —_—_———_— ——_ 


—— 


, 
C 
<,. 
<C 
C2 
\ _ - 
4 
C4 
i< 
C1 
4 
a 
4 
<< 
| <a 
= 
« 
c 
Ss £ 
C 


S\ % % ”y we + 


OOTCO—— = ———  OO—_— m_ —_—_ pu = ns — a; = 


(38) 


hope : for what cauſeth ſhame, but to be ſeene to 
have fooliihly, and idicly enterpriſed a butineſle ? 
Againe, P/al. 25.9, 16. he tels vs the Lord will 
teach the meeke his way, that is, rhoſe who hum- 
bly yeeid themſelues to his reaching, -and are nor 
preſumptuoully puffevp in lelte-conceit. And 
waat way 1s1t which he will teach ? is wayes are 
mercie, and truth. As tor experiences of the ful- 
filling of this promiſe,firſt take his (namely, Daurds) 

* 154.:3,12, at Keila) once, at Zizlag another tiine, * So that 

(Ins no maruell hee was with God con:inually, and 
ſaid it was good for him to draw neere unilo God, 
Pſal. 73-28. The like experience we reade Yz2- 
ah the king had,who fo long as he fought the Lord 
( viz, by way of inquiry whatto doe) be proſpe- 
red, 2. Chron. 25. 5. 

2 To paſle on to the ſecond ( becauſe I muſt bee- 
ſhore in che confirmation ot the truth of theſe 
promiſes) it- is this : He that depends on Ged in 
the vie of wweancs, {hall have them fitted, and ordes | 
red for the beit. Take bur one, or two experiences, 
wherein this hath beene made good. Abraham. 
committed his ſeruants journey to God, and his 
ſeruant alſo, the diſpolition, and proſpering of the 
meanes, Gen. 24. Now ſee there how admirably 
thoſe meanes were applied, which herreferred to 
God. 1acob in faith made vowes to God, on con= 
gitton that he would be with him in his way, Gen, 
28. and ſee how God prouidedthe meanes of his 
kinde entertainment by his Vncle,as tharhe {hould 
come to the Welj, and Rachelabourt the ſame time, 


thathe ſhould ſo opportunely doe her a curtelie, 
| QC, 
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&c.Gen.29.Seethis againein the ſame Tacob,Ge.a 3. 
19, 1 I.where God put into his head that moſt po- 
liticke courſe of ſending preſents to his brother. 
Who ſceth not there an enident tulfilling of this 
gracious promiſe ? Nay (to appealeto our ſelues) 
whois there of vs that walkes with God, and ac- 
knowledgeth him in his wayes , who. hath not 
found it fulhlied vpon himſelte ? Many wayes 
doth God manifeſt his afhitance in our working, 
as, I. By giuing vs wildome to goe the right 
way to worke. 2. By blethng the initruments 
which we imploy. 3. By making times and ſeaſons 
and all occurrences to ſuit with our delires. Wee 
ae certainly either blinde, or very forgettull, it we 
cannot ſay thus much out of experience. Yea, 

many times 15 not that true of vs, which is but fas 
ned of Timothews the Athenian Captaine? Are not 
wee little betrer than aſleepe (as is ſaid hee was) 
when all thingsare drought into our ze? which we 
fi far ? Doe not our bulineſles thriue well vnder 
eur hands, we cannot tell bow, but only that pro- 
tidence will have 1t to beſo? How then ſhould 
this hearten vs, to wait on God, and truſt in him ? 
ſecing that the ſteps of agood man are ordered by the 


Lord, Pal. 37.28, 


The chied branch of the promiſe hangs vpon 
the former, namely, that he thar referreth the /#c- 


ceſſe of his aQions to God, fna!l haue a 009d 7/Jue 


ot them. They (hall not only be ordered bur per- 


fected. The Scripture is plentituli in giuing aſſu- 
rances of this promiſe. Many examples formerly 


alleagedmight be here repeated, 4brahams ſeruant 
truſted 
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truſted God would eſtabliſh his thought, and God 
did ſo. 19ab committed the ſucceſle of the battell 
to God, 2. Sam. 19. 12. and obtained the vitorie. 
Hejier depended vpon God, for her finding of fa- 
our with king Aha/bacro(h, and tound it. * Whar 
thould I ſay more? Danuid and others in caſes of 
difhculry & danger,haue tound the proote hereot : 
I waited patiently for the Lord, and he ſet my feet wp- 
on 4 Rocke, and ſtabliſhed my goings, Pyal. 40.1, 2. A- 
pine, when the Plalmilt had asked this queſtion ; 
Who will riſe wp for me againſt the eutll doers? (a que- 
ſtion ſubordinate to this, Yuto whom ſhall 1 commit 
my worke? ) hee anſ{wereth, Ynleſſe the Lord had 
beene mine helpe, my ſoule had almoſt awelt in ſilence ; 
but when 1 ſaia, my foot ſlippeth,thymercy O Lord beld 
me vp,Pſal.94.16,17,18. And yet ſomewhat more 
plainly : Becauſe thou haſt made the Lord, exen the 
moſt High, thine habitation, therefore no evil ſhall be- 
fall thee, for he ſhall gine his Angels charge ouer thee 
to keepe thee in all thy waies, Pſal. 91.9,10,11. How 
many ſuch probates of this truth might we finde 
in this booke ! Iwill in{iſt no more vpon any of 

them, but will only propound the experience of 
Peter as a cleare confirmation of this promile, laid 
downe Luke 5.5,6.Petet and others ot his fellowes 
had beene toyling all night at their h{hing worke, 
and had caught nothing : Chriſt bid him caſt our 


' hisnet for a draught z at Chriſt his word (though 


otherwiſe he had little hope) he did it; thus com- 
mitting his worke to Chritt for the ſuccelle of i it, 
( yea another time euen for the ordering of the 
MEANES, As m_y on the right ide of the ſhip, 

Toby 
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Tohr21.6.) and what wonderfull ſucceſſe he had 
both times we may there reade. As it was with Pe- 
ter in the worke of his filhing, ſo ſhall it be with 
Miniſters in their ſpirituall fiſhing, and with all of 
vs, in our ſeveral] emploiments, it we doe as he 
did, et God hauethe managing of our worke, and 
beJceue him, Faith weil grounded may wax bold, 
for ir cannot but be welco 1;e ro God. O then ler 
7s delipht our ſelues inthe Lord, ſo ſhall we be ſnre to 
hane eur hearts defire, Pſal.3 7.4- 

1 he certainty of this promiſe, as 4t is made to 
faith, is apparant : Ttisas+ ſure looking co Prayer 
made in faith. Jehoſha/ hit commended his worke 
to God in prayer, 2 Chron. 29. Nehemah allo his 
worke: and Ezra his, and the Iewes their way to- 
ward Ieruſalem, Ezra 8. 22,23. Andall of them 


had their thoughts cftablithed, as a multitude of 


Gods Saints beſides, whoſe well-/Jecdine {ſhould 
be our fzrre to their imitation. Incede not ſpeake 
more largely of this, becauſe it is but an expreſſion 
of our dependance on God. 

Now, by this time I doubt not, we haue drawne 
in the {weetneſle of this promile : yet for further 
ſatisfa&ion, ſearch weout the grounds why ſuch a 
promiſe of ettabliſhment. ſhould be annexed to 
our faichtull dependance on God : and ſurely as 
the reaſons why we ſhould #ruft in, and pray to 
God, weretaken from the Properties of God : lo the 
reaſons why faith and praier hauethis power wich 
God may bee taken trom the nature of faith ana 


Prazer. | 
Firſt for Faith : That which carieth to God moſt 
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plory,that is the beſt m2anes to bring backe to man 
the aſſured grant of a bleſ{1ng : Butiris faith where- 
by we moſt of all gloriftie God ( Abraham, being 
ſtrong in fatth, gaue glorie to God, Nom. 4.29.) And 
the glory ir gives him is manitold, w/z. the glory 
of mercy, the glory of wiſdome, the glory of omnt- 
potency, and the glory of truth. 

1. It aſcribes 2zercy to him 3 otherwiſe durlt we 
be ſo bold with him, as to roule our burdens vpon 
him, did he not pitty our weakneſle ? 

2. It attributeth wi/dome to him ;  otherwile, 
would we put ouer difficult, and intricate aitaires 
to him, did we not thinke he knew how to winde 
vs out of them ? 

}. It builds vpon his omn;potency;how elſe durlt 
wetrult our weightielt enterpriſes in his hand, did: 
wenot rely on his [trenpth ? 415-13 ae 

4. It celebrates his-7z#th, and ſets ro irs ſeale 
that God 1s true'(in this promiſe. of eftablilhment.. 
Now then Fatchgloritying God ſo many waies,he: 
who avoue all things rendereth his owne glory, 
cannot but make thar good-vnto vs whereta we 
thus honour him. Whereas on the other fide God 
ſhould loſe much ot his glory trom vs and others, 
by g'uing repuiſe to our confidence; for thoſe 
artributes of his would ſoone bee queſtioned, yea 
much eclipſed. Bur {hal} irever bee ſaid thar. the 
merci/ull Lord th:kz2s kim oft that depends vpon 
tim ? {hall it ever be ſaid that rhe molt wiſe Iehouah 
miſleads a man that followes him ? Shall the vn- 
ovodly haue cauſe to ſay that owr God, who called 


&oypr, and all humane ftrengrhs, © broken reed's, 
|  himſelfe 
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htmſelfe deceiueth him that leaned on him ? Shall 
it be ſufpeted that he who commirteth a bulineſle 
to God, is as he that ſendeth a meſlage by thar foo- 
liſh meſfenger ( Prou.25.6.) Who cutteth off the 
feet, and drinketh dammage ? Or [hall itbe teared 
that he, who is called the fountaine of goodneſ/e, and 

a ready helpe at all aſ/ates, ſhould become, as waters 
« that faile ? Orhe who isa man of warre, a rocke * 1966.15, 
mmmoneabie ©, ſhould bow vnder thoſe burdens we : p/a.18.2.31,32. 
rouie vpon him ? No ; farre beictrom him : Ashis 
name is, ſo ſhall be euer his praiſe. Hee will not 
loſe a whit of his honour; And for that bis ho- 
nours ſake we may claſpe with his promile,and ap- 
ply Dawids words, P/al. 56.9. vnto our Text, When 
1 commit my workes to God my thoughts (hail be eſtabli- 
ſhed ;; this I know, for God js with me. 

To the ſame efte&t we may reaſon for Prayer z Reaſor 2. 

For as Faith ſped well becauſe it brought glory to 
God : (o {hall the Praier of Faith ſpeede well, that 
wee may gloritie God afterward in praife and 
thankſgiuing. / wit deliuer thee, and thou ſhalt gle« 
rifre me, "ſal. 50.15. So, 1 will finiſh thine affarres 
for thee, and then ſhalt glorifie me. Shall men ot abt- 
lity take a faithfull care of orphanes, and other 1m- 
potent creatures who caſt themſelues vpon them, 
and make ſuir for their tuition ? and will God re- 
i:t our ſutes? If it was Auguſt his praile that 
none came at any time diſcontented out of his pre- 
ſence, ſhall itnot be 7ehonahs much more? Neuer 
was any Petition put backe where Chriſt is Maſter 
of requeſts to preſent it : neuerany caule caſt our of 


that Court where he is Advuocate to plead tt, 
G 2 Before 
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Before any application can bee made, the do- 
Arine muſt heere bee cleared of ſome exceptions 
taken againft this indetinite propounding ot ir. 

For me thinkes I heare theſe demands: 1. May 
not that commijiion be raade to God, and yet is 
2/tabliſhment not follow vpon it ? 2. May not this 
eſtabliſhment be found where no ſuch commiſyon 
went betore it? The fark of theſe queſtioneth the 
generality of this point; the ſecond, the peculzarity 
of it. T each of theſe a word. 

Fir(t, whether all that praQtiſe this duty are par- 
takers of this promiſe. It ſeemes not. For did not 
the Iſraelites conſult with God 1n that 114portant 
affaice of theirs ( Judees 20.), and were tliey not 
twice diſcomfited ; and almoſt diſhearcened ? A- 
_ doe nat the people of God profelle their 

oaſting in God all day long, that is, their conflacnce 
zn him ( Pal. 44. 8.) and yet complaine in the next 
verſe that God had caſt they off , ans went nat 


forth with their armies ? Belides, how many taith- 
fail prayers haue beene made ta other particular 


caſes, and yer not this ordering, and accompliſh- 
mcntenſued ? 

I anſwer : The promiſe maybe ſure, and yet the 
time of fulfilling 1© vncertaine, God doth not li- 
mit himſelte when to bring to paſſe our deſires,nor 
muſt we limithim. And many times indeed, hee 
ſuftereth our lawful actions, and thoſe wherein we 
depend on him, to bee interrupted, and crol- 


led for a long time. But what then? Shall wee 


ſuſpect his faithfulneſſe? By no meanes. If wee 
doe fo, it isa {igne we doe nottrult him with our 
| STS 
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buſineſle as we ſhould : for will not he that thinks 
any one able, and wiſe enough to doe the thing 
rt ſelfe , leaue the time of daing it ro him alſo? 
Doubtlelle it wee cannot efte&t what we would 
preſently, it is either becauſe in the ordinary diſ- 
penlation of Gods prouidence, it cannot be done 
{o ſoone, or it it could , it would not be fo good 
for vs. 

Now for the Beniamites, we ſee that at length 
their worke proſpered, and why it did not ſooner 
wee may well gueſſe, For (ſay our Diuines ) it 1s 
probable, that they had not throughly denied 
chemſelues, but ſomething was detectiue, in their 
humiliation ; and therefore we hinde that whereas 
the fir!t time they but -mgrzred, the ſecond time, 
inquired and: lamented, the third time they more 
ſolemnly faſted, and thereupon got the wory. 
Againe, 1t15 not vnlikeiy-thar thetr enemies being 
ſo tew, they were tov confident in their: ftrength : 
God therefore, .to {et thera know that all prepara» 
tions withour him are but vaire, let thcm-a while 
ſee their weakneilz. So that we may rather gather 
aleſ/opw of continua!l dependance vpon God trom 
them, than a cawll to infringe a promiſe. And as 
tor theotherinſtance, we {ee that forall Gods #7- 
dine bim{elfe along time, yetthey forgot him not, 
but Rtucke cloſe to him, in their confident de- 

ndance. 

Object, Yea, but ſometimes menus counſels are 
vtterly diſappointed, and this promile neuer made 
pood. I anſwer,this promile neuer failethif men 
failenot inany part, or circumſtagce of their fos- 
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mer duty.But here is vſe of a diſtintion, Promiſes 
are either general, or particular. Generall promiſes, 
made to all perſons; of which numverthis is one : 
but now ſome of theſe doe not hold in all caſes, 
tor in ſome they are abſolute, in others conditionall. 
This #2 ſome caſes is but a conditionall promiſe, 
as namely when our workes, or attaires are ſuch as 
touch not our ſpirituall eſtarein the maine hold of 
it, but only this or that ciuillemployment ; and all | 
conditionall promiſes haue their fulfilling reſerued 
| tothe pleaſure of God. 
Tothe point then, whether it be vncertaine I 
{hall proſper in this worke or no, [ ſay this, ſup- 
pole I doe not proſper in it, yet the text remaineth 
200d in thele reſpects: 1. If wee commit our 
workes to God, wee muſt looke to the nature 
of them, If they be not ſuch as are abſolutely pro- 
miſed, we Ought not abſolutely to beleeue the accom- 
pliſlhment of chem. Now to apply this by turning 
of it : Then only (hall our thoughts bee e/tabliſhed 
abſolutely , when wee can abſolutely commit our 
workes to Goq without doubring. 2. It wetully 
roule our workes vpon God, our thoughts {hall be 
eſtablilhed, if not in the forenamed, yer, at leaſt, in 
another feale, viz. our after thoughts 'and counſels; 
forif Gods working tor vsbe not according to our 
fir/t thoughts, yet our /econdthoughts (hall be con- 
tormcd, and fitted to his working, thats, hee will 
ſo ſatisfte vs in that particular that our choughts [ball 
be ſetled and we contented, *'* 
To the ſecond doubt, whether none but theſe 
reſizners (hall haue their thoughts. eſtabliſhed, [ 
anſwer, 
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anſwer, yes, and that ordinarily. We finde it a 
ſ{candall to the godly that the wicked do lo proſper 
in their way, /erem. 12. 1. And they who are fo 
farre from truſting God with their workes, that 


they aske what God can doe for them, yet haue 


their houſes filed with good things, 10b 22. 17,18. 
But what ot allthis? I hepromiſe only belongeth 
tothe fairhtull, and none but they can preſume, or 
with any reaſon looke to haue their thoughts eita- 
bliihed. 2. The. eſtabliſhment of thoughts, is 
vouchſated in mercy only, to them: to others, in 
judgement. The wicked are thereby more putted 
'vpin conceit of their owne power, and prudence, 
and, palicie; butthe.godly baue their eyes opened 
ro ſee Gad the: better, 4nd: the rather ro acknows- 
ledge hts prquidence. 3.;They that worke with- 
out . God, hue not. their counſels. and thoughts 
fully eſtabliſhed: for firſt they cannot be ſo e/tav/;- 
/ve4 when/rhey. are: trewbled, and arfiracted with 
cares:,and feares; but ſa:troubled they mult needs 
be, when they want fazth, which is it that /erleth 
and compuſeth them. Secondly, how can their 
thoughts beeproperly: ſaid to be confirmed, when 
the.Seripture tels vs, their expetationis ſuddenly 
cat off; andthemlelues foone cut downe, yea gone 
in a moment? \We.find their eſtates.called {lippery, 
their workes, Spiders webbs, ſoone blaſted, ſoone 
ouerturned, {oone vanuhed; yeartheir name, and 
their polteritie, and the mnhericances which they 
Izaue behinde for others, ſoone worne out, and 


{cattered. Iudge we now whether their portion 


bee. in this proniiſe. Thus I hope, the doctrine is 


cicered. | For }. 


Pſa'.7318.19. 


lob 8.14. 


Pſal. 37.38. 
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Forapplication then, As we formerly found out 
whe {cy were, that did not commit their workes fo 
Go 3},to here we may deſcry 22e:y folly, for they that 
fa.) inthe autre, cannot have the comfort of this 
9797246. Againe, committing our workes to Gol, 
5s :522mended vnto vs as the Heſt way, and ſur-:: 
eric tor the attaining to. thoſe ends which weoc 


hay iti onrthoughts, and therefore they muſt neces 


Lce deemed vnwiſe, and fooliſh, who dreame ©£ 
eftabliſhment by other meanes, or withour vitt;y 
theſe meanes. Diſcouer we their folly in paitt- 
culars. 

Firſt, how can they looke for eſtabliſhmenr 
who deny not themlſelues,butare confident intheir 
owne [trength, and ability to carry their owne 
burden? God hath pronounced, that he re/zſterh 
the proud, * and certainly their ations can neuer 
proſper whom God reliſteth, 

As it is one point of his omnipotency to be able 
to doe what he will without Jet or hinderance: ſo 
it iS another, to bee able to hinder whatſocuer' 
keisnot plealed with, Now if they be not proud 
(and ſo of the number of choſe whom hee will 
hinder ) who hold themſelues able to moue with- 
out kia, in whom they both line, and moue, and 
who acknowledge no powerfull concurrence, or 
prouidence of him in their worke, who indecd, 
{uſtaines both them, and it, if, I ſay, theſe be not 
proud, I know not whoare. ph 

Yet more particularly, how can they looke for 
eſtabliſhment who enterpriſe any worke without 


Gods warrant, and approbation? Gods promiles 
are 
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are made to obedience, not to heady preſumpri- 
on. ble that asketh not Gods leaue, nor hath his 
conſent, hath none of his company. So hee to!d 
them that would needs goe vpon a peece of {eruict 
without his coinmand, Dent. I, 42. 1 am not 49017 
| yoa,cvc. And he who is without God, and lett alone 
to himfelie, 1s likely to have ſuch ſuccetle as they G 
had'in that a&tion, 
Againe, what a folly is it for aman to preſttme - 
that his aſtaires can be well managed or diſpoſed of 
when he runs vpon his owne head, and neuer hath 
t any reſpett vnto God nor his guidance? Itisnot a 
ſufficient ground that {uch an enterpriſe {hall bee 
efteRed, to be aſſured that it is warranted or ap- 
proued : Hethat giues vs leaue, vnleſſe he ſet vs in 
a right courſe and dire ys, we cannot but faile and 
falter in the manner of doing ir. And will not he 
(thinke we) let vs alone when we thinke our ſelues 
able enough to contriue the only courſe,and deuile 
the beſt way to compalle it? Surely, we may looke 
that he will either intatnate our counſels, and beſor 
our minds,orelſe croſle thoſe meanes which might 
| otherwiſe, with his blefling, haue beene effeQuail : 
| Either wee ſhall goe the wrong way to worke, as 
Abſalom, in reieting Ahithophels, and embracing 
Huſhai's counſell*: or leane vpon poare tottering * : $:m.17.14, 
props, as the Philiſiims, committing their worke 
to Goliah who deceiued them, and could not make 
good his vndertakings*: Or if we vſe good meanes »  c,,,,-.<:. 
(without dependance on Gods bleſhng) and at 
length obtaine our deſires, yet wee are commonly 
like the children of Iſrael, going that iourney forty 
H yecres, 
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(50) 
yeeres, which perhaps might haue beene diſpatch- 
ed in forty dates. 

Laſtly, who can expe eſtabiilament,that thinke 
themſelues ſufhcient to make anend of their bult- 
neſle, and depend not vpon God forthe ſucceile of 
it ? Will God ſuffer himleife to bee robbed of the 
praiſe of his wilddomeand power? He will nor, but 
will lay open the weaknelle of theſe men by {cattee 
ringtheir deuices,and confounding their purpoſes, 
that they may learne, that with him onely are po- 
wer, and ſtrength, and wiſdome, to cſtablilh mans 
thoughts, and that though they rake counlell toge- 
ther,it ſhall nor ſtand bur come to nought, //a.8. 10. 

Now it they cannor proſper who wait not on 
God, what ſhall we thiake of them that are angry 
both with God and others, when their actions are 
but a little croſſed? We read of Xerxes King of Per- 

fia, who hearing that his bridge ouer Helleſpont was 
broken downe with che waues of the Sea, cauſed 
three hundred ſtripes to be ginen to the Ocean in 
way of reuenge. It may bee all will wonder atthis 
madneſle of his ; and yet they are as mad who when 
their ations are croſſed, fall out with the inſtru- 
ments of their grieuance z For what doe they but 
behaue themſelues frowardly toward God ? and 
therefore may fearethat he wil be froward to them, 

and euen ſer his face againſt them for euill. 
Pe 2, 'Let vs, inthe ſecond place, bee exhorted to be- 
. Teene this promiſe made to faithfull dependance 
on God, as before we were exhorted to that de- 
pendance. 'Giue we to God the glory as of his 


- powerand prouidence, ſo of his tairhfulneſle, ys 
| et 


\aaS@I2OAR, AaoN 


"I FV9 
ſet to our ſcale that God is true. He loues to bee 
truſted, and thoſe that truſtin him, knowiwe ( as the 
Apoſtle faith) whom they haue truſted * foall neuer 
be aſhamed of their confidence. Whether therefore our 
affaires be publike or priuate, let vs commit them 
to God. Commit we our trades vito him, our /f«- 
dies vnto him, the adminiſtration of eucry office and 
fundion vnto him, eſpecially buſtneiles of greater 
either difficulty or danger vnto aim, And becauſel 
caunot (tand to inſtance in particular caſes, let vs 
all as members together of one and che ſame body, 
commir the common attaires of the whole Church 
vnato God, and our ioynt detires ronching them, 
perſwading our ſelues thar in lo doing, te #9onghts 

of our hearts ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 
What though many deſignes and ſeruices for 
the Church, are not for the preſent ſuccellefull ? 
Yetexpett Gods worke, And the rather becauſe 
- 1t is his' vſuall courle in theſe caſes, not to be ſeane 
till the laſt, Euzn as the Roman T7414 ( who were 
the ſtrength of the Army ) neuer foughttill the vi- 
Aory ſeemed tobe hazarded : So the Trinity (in 
whom 1sthe ſtrength ofthe Church Milttant)make 
our extremity their opportunity. Now then c#72 a4 
Triada deuentum fuerit : when it it time for God to 
worke ; as, Pſal. 119.126. no queſtion the wheele 
{hallturneand theenemies of the truth ſhall be vn- 
germoſt, 
Suppoſe the enemies pet the better for a time, 
and many times foile the Lords hoaſt,. yes they 
may {ay as Pprrhiz oncedid when he. had conque- 


red the Romans, Etiam/t deinceps &c, Though wes 
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apaine and againe overcome (the Proteſtants ) yet 
the finas ruine and downetall (ſhall be our owne.In 
a word, Da#id hath no cauſe of fearing he ſhall fall 
one day by the hand of Sas/: bur Saul may be aſ- 
ſured hee thall fall before Dauid; and when the 
time of eltabliſhment commeth, then they that 
truſt in the Lord ſhall be as mount Zion which cannot 
be remoued, Pſal.125.1. 

\V henfocuer we findethis promiſe fulfilled,and 
that our ations haue thrived vpon our commit» 
ting them to God,then forgetnot to be thankfull,and 
to acknowledge by whom our workes were 
wrought. And nat onely ſo, but let onr experience 
teach vs ſo much the more confidently to depend 
ypon him for after times. Obſerue this in Gods 
people, 1/ay 26.12. Lord thou wilt ordaine peace for 
us, for thou haſt wrought all our workes for ws : Faith 
here drawesan argument of affurance for time to 
come trom time paſt, 
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